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Wolfgang Hilbig is a writer who is widely acknowledged as one of the most important to have emerged from the 
former GDR In this study the first in English Paul Cooke explores the interplay of aesthetic and social taboos as 
defined by the official discourse of the GDR in a cross section of Hilbig s critical writing poetry and prose The 
protagonists in Hilbig s texts suffer from a profound crisis of identity due to the disparity between the state s official 
presen He Cooke shows an exemplary knowledge not only of Hilbig s work but also of the relevant secondary 
literature an authoritative piece of scholarship which will undoubtedly be required reading for anyone interested in one 
of the most original writers t 
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