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11 of 11 review helpful Solid overview of Beekes work though slighly disappointing in that it features nothing new 
just compiles older material By Christopher Culver In studying the history of the Greek language as part of Indo 
European linguistics Robert Beekes became interested in a large number of Greek words that cannot be reconstructed 
for Proto Indo European and instead must be traced to a substrate population tha Before the arrival of the Indo 
European Greeks in the area around the Aegean Sea a non Indo European language was spoken there which was 
eventually replaced by Greek Although no written texts exist in this Pre Greek language Robert Beekes shows that we 
can reconstruct elements of its phonology and morphology on the basis of the substantial amount of Pre Greek 
vocabulary which was absorbed by Greek In addition to the general characteristics of Pre Greek Beekes provid About 
the Author Robert S P Beekes Ph D 1969 is Professor emeritus of Comparative Indo European Linguistics at Leiden 
University His publications include Comparative Indo European Linguistics An Introduction 1995 and the 
Etymological Di 
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